CHAPTER  X

PEACE  WITH  HONOR

THE raids of the British navy on the American sea-
coast through the last two years of the war were
so many efforts to make effective the blockade
which began with the proclamation of December,
1812, closing Chesapeake and Delaware bays.
Successive orders in 1813 closed practically all the
seaports from New London, Connecticut,, to the
Florida boundary, and the last sweeping proclama-
tion of May, 1814, placed under strict blockade
"all the ports, harbors, bays, creeks, rivers, inlets,
outlets, islands, and seacoasts of the United States."
It was the blockade of ports of the Middle States
which caused such widespread ruin among mer-
chants and shippers and which finally brought the
Government itself to the verge of bankruptcy.

The first serious alarm was caused in the spring
of 1813 by the appearance of a British fleet, undf
command of Admiral Sir John Borlase Warren a
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